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BURGH  OF  FALKIRK. 


REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Councillors 
of  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk  and  to  the 
Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Acts, 
I beg  to  submit  the  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 


1937. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  D.  FINLAYSON, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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REPORT. 


The  year  1937  is  outstanding  in  many  respects.  It  marks 
a further  advance  in  Public  Health  within  the  Burgh  of 
Falkirk. 

The  infantile  mortality  in  1937  was  70  per  1,000  live 
births;  this  was  the  same  as  in  1936.  The  infantile  mortality 
for  Scotland  for  1937  was  80,  and  for  the  Large  Burghs  90. 
Falkirk’s  position,  therefore,  compares  favourably  with  those 
figures.  While  this  was  the  position  for  1937,  it  is  not  a 
sufficiently  low  figure,  and  every  measure  should  be  directed 
towards  reducing  the  death  rate  among  infants.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  that  when  the  Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act, 
1937,  is  operating  fully,  it  will  bring  about  increased  ante- 
natal care  and  supervision,  and  should  definitely  reduce  the 
infantile  mortality. 

There  is  a decrease  in  the  number  of  births,  632  being 
registered  in  1937,  while  659  were  registered  in  1936.  If  one 
could  conclude  from  this  decrease  that  those  whose  econo- 
mic position  is  dictating  the  number  of  children,  then  it  is 
all  to  the  good.  It  is  far  better  to  have  fewer  and  healthier 
children  than  to  have  large  families,  to  feed  which  is  a 
worry  and  struggle  for  the  parents,  and  ultimately  results 
in  low  resistance  and  ill-health  in  the  children,  due  to  insuf- 
ficient diet. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  facts  emerging  from  the 
health  review  for  1937  is  the  low  death  rate  from  Infectious 
Diseases.  Of  166  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  treated,  no  deaths 
were  recorded.  There  were  47  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified, 
and  only  one  fatality.  There  were  11  cases  of  Puerperal 
infection  notified,  of  which  2 died,  but  their  deaths  were 
due  to  other  causes,  namely — (1)  Pneumonia,  and  (2)  Heart 
Disease. 

The  very  satisfactory  conditions  existing  and  results 
obtained  during  the  year  1937  are  in  no  small  measure  due 
to  the  excellent  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Depart- 
ment, the  co-operation  which  exists  between  the  Local  Prac- 
titioners and  the  Public  Health  Department,  the  improved 
housing  conditions,  the  existence  of  fewer  slum  properties, 
and  the  adequate  facilities  afforded  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  generally. 
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Sewage  Purification  and  Disposal. — The  following  is  a 
note  of  the  workings  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1937: — 

Sewage  Works,  Dalderse. 


Total  volume  of  sewage  metered  2,096,838,238  gallons. 

Average  daily  flow  5,744,762  gallons. 

Crude  sludge  extracted  by  sedimentation... 3, 368, 400  gallons. 
Digested  sludge  pumped  to  drying  beds  ...  1,346,360  gallons. 

Weight  of  raw  sludge  treated  in  digester  15,037  tons. 

Weight  of  digested  sludge  pumped  to  drying  beds — 

6,011  tons. 

Volume  of  raw  sludge  treated  daily 9,229  gallons. 

Average  composition  of  raw  sludge  treated — 

Dry  Solids,  11.78%.  Mineral  Matter,  41.36%. 
P.H.6  8.  Moisture,  88.22%.  Organic  Matter,  58.64%. 

Operation  costs  per  ton  of  raw  sludge  2.53/-. 

Average  composition  of  digested  sludge  pumped  to  drying 
beds — 


Dry  Solids,  20.34%.  Mineral  Matter,  62.28%. 
P.H.7.9.  Moisture,  79.66%.  Organic  Matter,  37.72%. 

Operation  costs  per  ton  of  digested  sludge  4.23/-. 

Gas  generated  from  sludge  digestion  4,368,400  cu.  ft. 

Average  volume  metered  per  day  11,996  cu.  ft. 

Average  volume  per  head  of  population  per  day,  0.240  cu.  ft. 
Average  composition  of  gas — 

Methane  63.4% 

Hydrogen 4.4% 

Carbon  Dioxide 32.2% 

Gross  calorific  value  ...  ...  ...  647 


Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  of  the  Burgh  con- 
tinues in  its  satisfactory  state.  The  work  at  the  new 
reservoir  is  progressing  apace,  and  we  look  forward  to  an 
even  better  water  supply  than  we  at  present  enjoy. 

Drainage  System. — The  only  complaints  received  in  this 
connection  are  those  of  foul  odours  emanating  from  certain 
of  the  manholes.  These  odours  are  from  the  effluent  which 
enters  the  drainage  system  from  the  Fish  Manure  Works 
at  Roughcastle.  Every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Burgh 
Surveyor  to  obviate  this. 

Rivers  Pollution. — No  complaint  was  received  in  this 
connection. 
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Offensive  Trades. — In  my  Report  of  1936  I expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  was  futile  to  make  comment  upon  the  objec- 
tionable odours  which  from  time  to  time  emanate  from  the 
Fish  Manure  Works  at  Roughcastle.  I feel  that  this  year  a 
strong  comment  is  called  for.  It  is  not  an  infrequent  occur- 
rence that  visitors  entering  the  Burgh  from  the  west  are 
greeted  by  the  foul  smell  which  those  works  produce.  Need 
I enlarge  upon  the  discomfort  of  the  people  living  in  an 
atmosphere  so  very  unpleasant?  I may  say  that  during  the 
past  year  I have  had  innumerable  complaints  from  people 
in  the  district,  but,  in  the  absence  of  bye-laws,  I could  not 
suggest  any  remedy.  Therefore  I look  to  my  Council  to 
help  me  in  dealing  with  this  matter. 

Swimming  Baths. — The  attendance  at  the  Swimming 
Baths  during  the  year  1937  was  somewhat  lower  than  that 
of  the  previous  year — there  being  a total  of  107,874,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  113,333  during  the  year  1936.  The  number 
availing  themselves  of  the  remedial  baths  was  534,  as  com- 
pared with  741  during  the  year  1936. 

The  following  are  the  Reports  received  from  the  Public 
Analysts  on  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  Baths: — 

Label  “A.” 


Chemical  Analysis. 


Mineral  Matter  

Grains  per  Gallon. 
10.7 

Organic  Matter 

7 

Total  Solid  Matter  

11.4 

Nitrates,  as  Nitrate  of  Soda 

59 

Free  Ammonia 

024 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

016 

Total  Ammonia 

040 

Chlorine  existing  as  Chlorides  ... 

4.22 

Equal  to  Chloride  of  Sodium 

6.95 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours  .065 
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Temporary  Hardness  14 

Permanent  Hardness  2.04 

Total  Hardness  2.18 


Parts  per  million. 

Free  or  available  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  .05 

Label  “ B ” 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  Organisms  per  c.c.  capable  of  growing 

at  20°C  in  3 days  on  Nutrient  Gelatine  ...  5 

Number  of  Gelatine  Liquifying  Organisms  per  c.c.  none. 
Number  of  Organisms  per  c.c.  capable  of  growing 


on  Agar  at  37°C  in  48  hours  1 

Tests  for  Coliform  Bacillus  in  100  c.c absent. 

50  c.c absent. 

20  c.c absent. 

10  c.c absent. 

1 c.c absent. 


The  sample  as  received  was  practically  free  from  sus- 
pended matter,  and  was  colourless. 

The  Free  Ammonia  and  Nitrates  indicate  the  degree  of 
pollution,  the  Nitrates  having  been  produced  by  nitrification 
of  part  of  the  Free  Ammonia,  and  this  shows  natural  purifi- 
cation to  a considerable  extent. 

There  is  a slight  amount  of  free  chlorine  in  the  water, 
but  not  sufficient  to  cause  any  inconvenience,  and  the  bac- 
teriological results  show  that  the  free  chlorine  has  rendered 
the  water  almost  sterile. 

The  water,  in  our  opinion,  is  from  a chemical  and  bac- 
teriological standpoint,  eminently  suitable  for  use  in  a 
swimming  bath. 

(Sgd.)  R.  R.  TATLOCK  & THOMSON. 

Burials. — Under  Section  69  P.H.  (Scotland)  Act,  six 
burials  were  undertaken  at  the  expense  of  the  Local 
Authority.  No  expenses  were  recovered  in  any  of  the  cases. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  Burgh  (acres)  4,035 

Population  38,200 


Comparative  Table  of  Population  in  Wards. 


East 

Ward 

West 

Ward 

Middle 

Ward 

North 
W ard 

Camelon 

Ward 

Acreage 

(180 

544 

400 

980 

1431 

Estimated  Population 

5873 

5629 

6955 

9791 

9952 

Persons  per  Acre 

8.63 

10.34 

17.38 

9.99 

6 95 

Birth  and  Death  Rates. 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Births 

per  1000 
of  Population 

Deaths 

per  1000 
of  Population 

i 

632 

16.6 

443 

11.7 

Monthly  Table  of  Births. 


Month 

Both 

Sexes 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

Illegiti- 

mate 

January 

53 

13 

30 

50 

3 

February 

31 

17 

14 

30 

1 

March 

59 

b-3 

26 

57 

2 

April 

64 

27 

37 

63 

1 

May 

56 

*25 

31 

56 

— 

June 

64 

■_9 

35 

61 

3 

July 

42 

22 

20 

42 

August 

58 

;i2 

26 

57 

1 

September 

49 

:6 

23 

47 

2 

October 

57 

3 5 

22 

54 

3 

November 

43 

24 

19 

42 

1 

December 

56 

bl 

25 

54 

2 

Total 

632 

324 

! 08 

613 

19 

10 


Comparative  Table  of  Births. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

! 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Kate 

Percentage 

Illegitimate 

1928 

391 

334 

725 

41 

20.1 

5.7  ! 

1929 

344 

358 

702 

35 

19.3 

5.0 

1980 

387 

328 

715 

29 

19.5 

4.7 

1931 

366 

363 

729 

30 

19.9 

4.1 

1932 

365 

337 

702 

33 

19.0 

4.7 

1933 

334 

300 

634 

33 

17.0 

5.2 

1934 

399 

368 

758 

43 

20.1 

5 5 

1935 

336 

280 

616 

23 

16.3 

3.7 

1936 

350 

309 

659 

31 

17.1 

4.7 

1937 

321 

308 

632 

19 

16.6 

3.0 



Seasonal  Table  of  Death  Rates. 


Year  1937 
Month 

Deaihs 

Monthly 

Death-rate 

Quarterly 

Death-rate 

January 

74 

22.8 

) 

1 

February 

36 

T2.3 

16.2 

March 

43 

13.2 

) 

! 

April 

31 

9.9 

| 

May 

34 

10.5 

| 

10.2 

June 

32 

10.2 

) 

July 

25 

7.7 

I 

1 

August 

35 

10.8 

1 

8.5 

September 

22 

7.0 

1 

1 

October 

31 

9.5 

I 

November 

40 

12.7 

11.  5 

December 

41 

12.6 

Comparative  Table  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths 
Registered 

Death  Kate. 

Population. 

1928 

482 

13.4 

36,600 

1929 

487 

13.5 

35,993 

1930 

399 

10.9 

35,600 

1931 

415 

11.4 

36,560 

1932 

471 

12.7 

36,900 

1933 

521 

13.9 

37,356 

1934 

568 

13.9 

37,748 

1935 

597 

13.8 

38,813 

1936 

453 

13.1 

37,952 

1937 

443 

11.7 

38,004 

Infantile  Deaths  and  Rates  per  Month  and  Quarter. 


Year  1937. 
Month. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Infantile  Death  Rate 
per  1000  Live  Births. 

January 

4 

Month 

70 

Quarter 

| 

February 

3 

63 

l 98 

March 

7 

132 

j 

April 

4 

77 

| 

May 

4 

74 

54 

June 

2 

38 

J 

July 

3 

57 

I 

August 

3 

56 

47 

September 

1 

19 

1 

October 

3 

56 

November 

3 

58 

l 83 

December 

7 

130 

f 

Principal  Statistical  Facts  showing  Falkirk’s  position  for 

the  year  1937. 


Scotland 

Population 

4,979,500 

Birth-rate  .... 

17.6 

Death-rate 

18.9 

All  Tuberculosis 

00.74 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0.56 

cc 

© 

Total  Deaths 

0 90 

d 

© 

Measles  .... 

.02 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

.02 

© 

Whooping  Cough 

.14 

St 

Diphtheria  . . . 

.09 

•§* 

Influenza  .... 

.54 

Bronchitis  <fc  Pneumonia 

1.68 

Illegitimate  Births 
per  Cent,  of  Total  Births 

6.2 

Infantile  Mortality  . . 

80 

Total  Births 

87,812 

Deaths  from  all  Puerperal 
Causes  .... 

424 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis  .... 

144 

Deaths  from  other  Puer- 
peral Conditions  . 

280 

* J 

All  Puerperal  Conditions 

4.8 

©•S 
% © 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1.6 

ci  “ 
© g 

Other  Puerperal 

Conditions 

8.2 

Large  Burghs 

Falkirk 

2,734,500 

38,200 

18  5 

16.6 

14.1 

11.7 

0.89 

0.58 

0.69 

0.50 

0.93 

0. 55 

.03 

Nil 

.02 

Nil 

.19 

.05 

.09 

.03 

.50 

.42 

1.97 

1.42 

5.6 

3.0 

i 

90 

70 

50,491 

632 

259 

2 

97 

Nil 

162 

gg 

5.1 

3.2 

1.9 

Nil 

3.2 

3 2 
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Diseases. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlatina 

Enteric  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  - 

Diarrhoea  — — 
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PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Infantile  Deaths. 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants 
per  1000  Births 

1928 

72 

99.0 

1929 

57 

80.0 

193) 

37 

52.0 

1931 

41 

56.0 

1932 

69 

98.0 

1933 

42 

66.0 

1931 

53 

70.0 

1935 

41 

67.0 

19  6 

46 

70.0 

1937 

44 

70.0 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  INFANTILE  DEATHS. 
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DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  21  deaths  from  the  principal  epidemic 
diseases  during  1937.  There  were  10  males  and  11  females. 
This  was  equal  to  a death  rate  of  0.55  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  These  included  the  following: — 


Males.  Females. 

Whooping  Cough 

...  1 

1 

Diphtheria 

...  0 

1 

Influenza  ... 

...  8 

8 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

...  1 

1 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES  IN  OTHER  PRINCIPAL 

DISEASES. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  19  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  1937.  There  were  10  males  and  9 
females.  This  was  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.50  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  These  figures  are  lower  than  those 
of  1936  when  there  were  27  deaths,  equal  to  an  annual  death 
rate  of  0.71  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
1 of  which  was  male  and  2 were  females.  This  was  equal 
to  a death  rate  of  0.08  per  1,000  of  the  population.  These 
figures  are  lower  than  those  of  1936,  which  were  11  deaths, 
equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.29  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  37  deaths  from  all  forms  of 
Pneumonia  during  1937,  of  which  25  were  males  and  12 
females.  This  was  equal  to  a death  rate  of  0.97  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  Last  year  the  figure  was  27  deaths,  equal 
to  a death-rate  of  0.71  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. — Including  Bronchitis,  there 
were  25  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  13 
males  and  12  females.  This  figure  is  comparable  with  that 
of  last  year,  which  was  24.  The  death  rate  for  1937  was 
0.63  per  1,000  of  the  population,  while  that  for  1936  was  0.64 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Cancer. — There  were  68  deaths  from  Cancer  during 
1937 — 42  males  and  26  females — giving  an  annual  death  rate 
of  1.65  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  Cancer  was  much  greater  during  1937  than  during  1936, 
when  there  were  55  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  for  the  year 
of  1.44  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Vascular  Diseases. — There  were  87  deaths  from  diseases 
of  the  heart,  of  which  40  were  males  and  47  females. 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  caused  27  deaths,  10  being  males  and 
17  females.  Deaths  from  other  circulatory  diseases  num- 
bered 5,  there  being  4 males  and  1 female.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases,  therefore,  is  119, 
which  is  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  3.1  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  These  figures  are  considerably  lower  than 
those  of  1936,  which  were  152  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of 
4.0  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  deaths  from  Vascular 
Diseases  account  for  27  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  in  the 
Burgh. 

PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  166  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  during  1937,  as  compared  with  112  in  1936.  Of  the 
number  notified,  149  were  under  15  years  of  age.  152  cases 
were  removed  to  hospital,  while  14  were  nursed  at  home. 
The  largest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  November  and 
December,  when  37  and  34  cases  respectively  were  notified. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  1937. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  18 

West  21 

Middle 23 

North  37 

Camelon  67 


Diphtheria. — There  were  47  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
during  1937.  This  was  a marked  decrease  from  1936,  when 
76  cases  were  notified.  The  cases  were  spread  over  the  year, 
no  one  month  being  outstanding.  Of  the  cases  notified,  42 
were  under  15  years  of  age,  and  all  the  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital.  Only  one  death  occurred  this  being  a child  of 
just  over  a year  old. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  5 

West  7 

Middle ...  9 

North  12 

Camelon  11 


Erysipelas. — There  were  22  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified 
during  1937,  as  compared  with  20  cases  in  1936.  Only  16 
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cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  There  were  only  4 cases 
under  15  years  of  age,  the  remainder  being  over  25  years 
of  age.  All  the  cases  removed  to  hospital  made  a rapid 
recovery. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  3 

West  7 

Middle 1 

North  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Camelon  6 


Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia. — There  were 
87  cases  notified  in  1937,  as  compared  with  52  cases  notified 
in  1936.  Of  these,  35  cases  were  under  15  years  of  age.  32 
cases  were  removed  to  the  Burgh  Infectious  Diseases  Hospi- 
tal, while  a number  were  treated  in  the  Falkirk  and  District 
Royal  Infirmary. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  11 

West  14 

Middle 19 

North  21 

Camelon  22 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. — There  were 
11  cases  notified  during  1937.  This  was  an  increase  on  the 
number  for  1936,  when  8 cases  were  notified.  One  death 
occurred,  but  thi 3 case  was  one  of  cardiac  disease  aggravated 
by  the  pregnancy.  All  the  other  cases  made  good  recoveries. 
Every  case  was  treated  in  hospital. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  3 

West  1 

Middle 1 

North  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Camelon  2 


Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — There  were  4 notifications  re- 
ceived of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  This  was  an  increase  on 
the  figures  for  1936,  when  only  2 cases  were  notified.  All 
the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  made  good 
recoveries. 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  0 

West  0 

Middle  3 

North  1 

Camelon  0 


Whooping  Cough. — There  were  10  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  notified  in  1937,  as  compared  with  no  cases  in  1936. 
Nine  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  while  one  case  was 
treated  at  home.  All  the  cases  were  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  0 

West  8 

Middle  0 

North  2 

Camelon  ...  ...  ...  0 


Measles. — Only  4 cases  of  Measles  were  notified  in  1937, 
as  compared  with  540  cases  in  1936.  Two  cases  were  under 
15  years  of  age,  while  two  cases  were  over  25. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  1 

West  1 

Middle  0 

North  1 

Camelon  1 


Dysentery. — There  were  2 cases  of  Dysentery  notified 
during  1937,  while  no  cases  were  notified  the  previous  year. 
Both  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  0 

West  2 

Middle  0 

North  0 

Camelon  ...  ...  ...  0 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Two  cases  were  notified  in 
1937,  as  compared  with  six  cases  in  1936.  Both  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  many  more 
cases  do  occur,  but  notification  is  not  made.  Lately  I have 
seen  several  cases  of  chronic  ophthalmia  in  children  between 
the  ages  of  2 and  6 years  old,  and  no  doubt  they  have  been 
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neglected  cases  which  had  not  been  notified  and  proper 
treatment  instituted  at  an  early  stage.  Again  I should  like 
to  draw  attention  to  the  regulations  regarding  the  notifica- 
tion of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  I take  this  opportunity 
to  point  out  that  most  cases  of  blindness  are  due  to  Oph- 
thalmia Neonatorum  which  had  not  been  treated  in  infancy. 
Further,  I wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  hospitalisation 
is  essential  for  proper  treatment. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  0 

West  0 

Middle  0 

North  1 

Camelon  ...  ...  ...  1 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — There  were  32  cases  of  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis  notified  during  1937,  as  compared  with 
21  during  1936.  Most  of  the  cases  were  between  the  ages  of 
15  and  45  years.  Four  cases  were  of  school  age. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  3 

West  5 

Middle  8 

North  6 

Camelon  ...  ...  ...  10 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Four  cases  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  received  in  1937,  as  compared 
with  seven  in  1936.  Two  were  under  15  years  of  age,  while 
two  were  over  15  years  of  age. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows: — 


East  0 

West  0 

Middle 2 

North  0 

Camelon  2 
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1937 

Infectious  Disease  notified  in  Wards. 


Disease 

East 

West 

Middle 

North 

Camelon 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

21 

23 

37 

67 

Diphtheria 

5 

7 

9 

12 

14 

Erysipelas 

3 

7 

1 

5 

6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

5 

8 

6 

10 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Acute  Pneumonia 

10 

13 

18 

19 

18 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  - 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

- 

- 

3 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  - 

- 

8 

- 

2 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2 

Dysentery 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Totals 

i 44 

66 

66 

90 

125 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  Ten  Years 


Disease 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

f 1936 

1937 

Diphtheria 

408 

200 

128 

108 

57 

51 

143 

81 

76 

47 

Erysipelas  . 

20 

28 

30 

30 

29 

25 

21 

29 

20 

22 

Scarlet  Fever 

104 

100 

95 

146 

178 

118 

291 

302 

112 

166 

Puerperal  Fever  , 

5 

14 

6 

6 

8 

9 

4 

3 

5 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

7 

ft 

7 

2 

4 

4 

3 

8 

Cerebrospinal 

Fever 

1 

1 

8 

4 

5 

8 

3 

4 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  . 

3 

6 

3 

6 

4 

1 

4 

2 

6 

2 

Pneumonia 

97 

53 

51 

38 

62 

93 

75 

61 

47 

78 

Influenzal 

Pneumonia 

9 

25 

23 

10 

11 

10 

5 

3 

5 

9 

Chicken  pox  . 

14 

77 

27 

42 

52 

2 

3 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

O 

o 

4 

2 

Pulmonarj' 

Tuberculosis  . 

39 

45 

27 

26 

43 

40 

15 

27 

21 

32 

Non- Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . 

30 

23 

19 

23 

20 

12 

7 

11 

7 

4 

Dysentery 

1 

3 

2 

Measles 

31 

183 

23 

385 

195 

63 

510 

4 

Whooping  Cough  . 

5 

33 

15 

22 

17 

19 

2 

1 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

3 

2 

1 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  - 

1 

Totals 

770 

675 

625 

494 

885 

389 

774 

590 

851 

391 

25 


BURGH 

Charlotte  A 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL  AND 
SANATORIUM. 

Report  for  1937. 

. Gunson,  M.B  , Ch.B.,  D.P  H.,  Resident  Medical  Officer 
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Infectious 

Diseases 

Sanatorium 

Total  number  of  casts  remaining  ai  tht  enci  of  1936 

18 

:;4 

Total  number  of  cases  admitted  during  1937 

288 

61 

Total  number  of  cases  discharged  during  1937 

248 

47 

Total  number  of  cases  died  during  1937  

15 

13 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining  at  the  end  of  19  ,7 

43 

35 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  during  1937  showed  an  increase  over  that  of  1936. 
This  was  accounted  for  chiefly  by  a rise  in  the  incidence 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year.  The  disease  tended  to  be  of  a mild  type  throughout. 
Routine  administration  of  Scarlatinal  Antitoxin  is  still 
carried  out  with  favourable  results.  The  use  of  sulphanila- 
mide  preparations  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  ultra  violet- 
ray  therapy  has  been  effective  in  the  treatment  of  the  com- 
plications which  arise  in  the  disease.  This  drug  has  been 
used  also  with  good  results  in  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  and 
of  erysipelas. 

There  was  a marked  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  admitted  during  the  year  as  compared  with  1936. 

In  the  Sanatorium,  routine  examination  of  the  patients 
continued  to  be  carried  out  monthly,  with  the  estimation  of 
the  blood  pressure  and  blood  sedimentation  rate  at  regular 
intervals. 

Treatment  was  on  the  same  lines  as  previously  em- 
ployed, namely,  artificial  pneumothorax  and  administration 
of  gold  salts. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


Total 

Positive 

Negative 

Swabs  examined  for  B.  Diphtheriae 

201 

25 

176 

Sputum  examined  for  Tuberculosis 

215 

111 

104 

27 


28 
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Return  of  Number  of  Persons  who  died  from  Tuberculosis 
in  the  Area  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  with 
particulars  as  to  period  elapsing  between  notification  and 
death  and  between  discharge  from  an  Institution  and  death. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

l 

Pul  111 

onary 

M. 

F. 

M . 

F. 

Number  of  persons  who  died  from  Tuberculosis 
Of  whom — 

9 

10 

3 

4 

Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after  death 

4 

s 

3 

4 

Notified  less  than  1 month  before  death 

1 

,,  from  1 to  3 months  .,  ,, 

1 

,,  3 to  6 

,,  ,,  6 to  12  ,, 

,,  ,,  1 to  2 years  ,,  ,, 

2 

1 

,,  over  2 years  ,,  ,, 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  have  increased  during 
1937,  being  36,  as  compared  with  28  in  1936.  There  were  32 
notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  4 notifications 
of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Several  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  treated  in  other 
Sanatoria,  namely,  5 cases  in  St.  Andrew’s  Home,  Millport, 
where  they  have  progressed  favourably.  This  Home  is 
essentially  for  the  treatment  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  children,  and  I am  grateful  for  the  excellent  work  which 
is  being  done  there.  Another  case  was  treated  in  the  Bridge 
of  Weir  Sanatorium,  while  yet  another  case  was  treated  at 
Glenlomond  Sanatorium. 

I would  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  invaluable  co- 
operation and  assistance  in  permitting  me  to  send  cases  to 
sanatoria  where  treatment  suitable  to  the  particular  affec- 
tion is  available. 

I cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  need  for  a national 
scheme  for  the  treatment  of  those  people  affected  by  Tuber- 
culosis, because  it  is  impossible  for  Authorities  of  towns 
such  as  Falkirk  to  provide  within  themselves  the  facilities 
for  treating  the  different  types  of  the  disease. 
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Occupation  of  36  Cases  Notified  in  1937. 


Brickworker 

Clerk 

Clerkess 

Domestic 

Enameller 

Engineer 

Engine  Cleaner 

Foundry  Worker 

Housewife 

Hairdresser  ... 

Infant 

Labourer 

Moulder 

Motor  Driver 

Plumber 

Scholar 

Sandblaster  ... 
Steel  Worker 
Unemployed 


Pulmonary. 

1 

1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 

...  1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
7 


N on-Pulmonary . 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 


Total 


32 


4 


Dispensary. 


Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,001 

Medical  and  other  Comforts  given — 

Malt  Emulsion,  etc 765 

Milk  502 

Milk  and  Eggs 603 

Prescriptions  issued  during  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,396 

Number  of  cases  notified  during  1937  36 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Transfer  from  previous  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  394 

Total  in  Register  at  end  of  1937  430 

Deaths  during  1937  26 

Number  still  on  Register 404 
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NURSING  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of  patients  nursed  in 
their  own  homes  was  somewhat  less  than  last  year,  but 
many  of  those  were  of  a type  which  required  a great  deal 
of  skilled  care  and  attention.  The  total  number  of  patients 
on  our  Register  was  418,  and  to  those  the  total  number  of 
visits  made  was  9,401.  The  number  of  Health  Visits  (Statu- 
tory or  Preventive  work)  was  7,185,  giving  a total  number  of 
16,585  visits  paid  for  all  work. 

With  our  modern  and  commodious  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic,  we  have  been  able  to  carry  out  our  duties 
there  with  much  satisfaction  both  to  patients  and  staff. 

The  number  of  patients  attending,  and  visits  made  to, 
our  Advisory  Clinics  are  still  showing  a tendency  to  increase 
considerably.  These  clinics  are  carried  out  as  usual  on 
their  respective  days  for  infants  and  children  up  to  the  age 
of  five  years,  and  for  the  expectant  mother  also. 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  held  once  a week,  the  attend- 
ances being  similar  in  number  to  those  of  last  year. 

The  Light  Therapy  Clinic  is  held  each  morning,  a large 
number  of  patients  attending,  and  the  treatment  carried  out 
giving  gratifying  results. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  CLINIC  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


Births. 

Total  number  registered  855 

Number  registered  resident  in  Burgh  ...  ...  620 

Number  registered  resident  outwith  Burgh  ...  235 

Number  notified 626 

Number  attended  by  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

Number  attended  by  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  100 

Number  in  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Home 256 

Number  not  notified  28 

Number  of  stillbirths  31 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Number  of  deaths  40 

Under  1 week  19 

1 to  4 weeks  7 

4 weeks  to  3 months  6 

3 to  6 months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

6 to  12  months  3 
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Causes  of  Death. 


No.  of  Under 
Deaths.  1 week. 

Prematurity 14  11 

Congenital  Debility...  7 5 

Bronchial  Pneumonia  6 0 

Lobar  Pneumonia  3 0 

Gastro-Enteritis  ...  2 0 

Icterus  Neonatorum...  1 0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  1 1 

Congenital  Cardiac  ...  1 0 

Malformation  ...  1 1 

Malpresentation 
(Shock) 


Septic  Hydrocele 
Whooping  Cough 
Convulsions  . . . 


1-4 

weeks. 

2 
2 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 

...  1 1 0 

...  1 0 0 

...  1 0 0 

...  1 0 0 

40  19  7 


1-3  3-6  6 12 

m’ths.  m’ths.  m’ths. 

1 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 2 1 

0 1 2 

1 1 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 1 0 

6 5 3 


Notifications  of  Births. — 626  notifications  were  received; 
100  of  that  number  were  attended  by  midwives,  256  were 
received  from  Maternity  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes.  Of 
the  total,  there  were  31  stillbirths,  26  were  premature  births. 
41  infants  required  special  attention.  There  were  no  con- 
genital defects  among  infants.  The  nurses  made  3,008  visits 
to  547  homes.  362  of  the  infants  were  breast-fed,  10  were 
partly  breast-fed,  175  were  artificially  fed.  Six  infants  died 
before  Nurse  visited. 


Housing  Conditions. 

Houses  visited  of  1 apartment  132 

Houses  visited  of  2 apartments  238 

Houses  visited  of  3 apartments  ...  ...  ...  136 

Houses  visited  of  4 or  more  apartments  ...  ...  41 


Of  the  houses  visited,  468  were  reported  by  the  Nurses 
as  being  in  clean  condition,  70  were  reported  as  fairly  clean, 
and  9 were  dirty. 

LIST  OF  MIDWIVES,  1937. 

Roll  No.  Name  and  Address. 

1882  Adams,  Christina,  84  High  Street,  Falkirk. 

9493  Balfour,  Annie,  5 Victoria  Road,  Falkirk. 

597  English,  Agnes,  Glenbank,  Glen  Village,  by  Falkirk. 
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3513  Gillespie,  Annie,  14  Boyd  Street,  Falkirk. 

7389  Hayworth,  Margaret,  8 Dollar  Avenue,  Falkirk. 

10993  Hay,  Annie,  75  Carmuirs  Avenue,  Camelon  (now 
deceased). 

1952  M‘Kay,  Mary,  Gordon  Terrace,  Falkirk. 

9117  Russell,  Agnes,  39  Russel  Street,  Falkirk. 

12491  Reid,  Janet,  9 North  Street,  Falkirk. 

1292  Smith,  Sarah,  6 Manor  Street,  Falkirk. 

3301  Stuart,  Mary,  75  Main  Street,  Bainsford. 

6632  Thomson,  Jane,  12  Marmion  Street,  Falkirk. 

6518  Wilson,  Isabella,  61  Carronside  Street,  Falkirk. 

6167  Young,  Annie,  Callendar  View,  Falkirk. 

BIRTHS  IN  BURGH. 

Total  number  of  births  during  1937  ...  ...  ...  855 

Of  that  number,  235  were  resident  outwith  Burgh, 

making  the  total  number  for  Burgh  ...  ...  620 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children 

(within  10  days) 20 

Number  of  births  attended  by  Midwives  ...  ...  100 

Deaths  within  10  days  in  practice  of  Midwives  ...  nil. 
Deaths  within  10  days  in  practice  of  Doctors  ...  13 
Deaths  within  10  days  in  Hospitals  and  Nursing 

Home  7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Number  of  cases  during  1937  2 

Number  occurring  in  practice  of  Midwives  ...  1 

Number  occurring  in  practice  of  Doctors  ...  ...  nil. 

Number  occurring  in  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  (including  Pyrexia). 

Number  of  cases  during  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  deaths  in  practice  of  Midwives  ...  nil. 
8 were  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  with  1 death. 

Cases  of  Still-Birth. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  the  year  1937  ...  31 

Actual  number  occuring  in  practice  of  Midwives...  nil. 
Actual  number  occurring  in  practice  of  Doctors  ...  8 

Actual  number  occurring  in  Hospitals  and 

Nursing  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  23 

Cases  of  Emergency. 

Delayed  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  1 

Breech  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Home  Visitation. 


Number  visited. 

Total  visits. 

Infants  

547 

3,008 

Children  (1-5  years) 

2,965 

3,704 

Expectant  Mothers 

220 

270 

Nursing  Mothers 

547 

648 

4,279 

7,630 

Number  of  infants  at  the 

age  of  six 

months — 

Breast-fed  

229 

Partially  breast-fed 

6 

Artificially  fed 

335 

Number  of  infants  born — 

(1)  Prematurely 

26 

(2)  At  full  time 

521 

There  were  no  congenital  defects  in  any  of  the  infants. 
6 infants  died  before  nurse  visited. 

41  infants  required  special  attention. 


Pre-Natal  Consultations. 

1 weekly  session  of  2 hours. 

Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  ...  244 

Total  number  of  attendances 869 

Summary  of  conditions  found: — 

Albuminuria,  Varicose  Veins,  Varicose  Ulcer,  Debility, 

Anaemia. 

Child  Welfare  Constultations. 

Two  weekly  sessions  of  2 hours  each. 

Total  number  of  children  attending — 

(a)  Infants  429 

Total  attendances  2763 

(b)  Children  (1-5  years)  287 

Total  attendances  1798 

Summary  of  conditions  found: — 

Digestive  disorders,  Respiratory  disorders,  Debility,  Skin 
conditions;  Eyes,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  conditions; 
Rickets,  Hernia,  Phimosis,  Nephritis,  Parotitis,  De- 
cayed Teeth,  Cervical  Adenitis,  Burns,  Septic  condi- 
tions, Injuries,  Deformities. 

Light  Therapy  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  held  daily  at  9 a.m. 

There  were  211  patients  treated  throughout  the  year. 
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Nourishment  Given. 

69  Mothers  received  Milk  and  Colact. 

183  Children  received  Milk. 

68  Children  received  Ostermilk. 

2 Children  received  Eggs. 

160  Children  received  supplies  of  Malt,  Virol,  Robo- 
leine,  etc. 

FALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  ROYAL  INFIRMARY 
MATERNITY  HOME. 

BURGH  OF  FALKIRK  PATIENTS. 

Statistics. 

1.  Ante-Natal  Cases — 42.  Total  Admissions — 234. 

Conditions  found: — 

Hyperemesis  Gravidarum  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Albuminuria  22 

False  Labour  3 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  6 

Cardiac  2 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  42 

2.  Normal  Deliveries  without  Complications — 126. 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  126 

3 Normal  Deliveries  with  Complications — 60. 

Conditions  found: — 

Twin  Pregnancy  4 

Placenta  Previa  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Hydramnios  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Lobar  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Uterine  Inertia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pyelitis  2 

Cardiac  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Accidental  Haemorrhage  6 

Hyperemesis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 2 

Breech  Presentation  9 

Occipito  Posterior  Position  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  12 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  59 

Died  1 

Cause  of  Death: — 

Lobar  Pneumonia  ...  ...  1 
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4.  Abnormal  Deliveries — 27. 

Conditions  found: — 

Contracted  Pelvis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Transverse  Presentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Delayed  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Occipito  Posterior  Position  8 

Treatment: — 

Forceps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Surgical  Induction  13 

Manipulation  6 

Results: — 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

5.  Post-Partum  Cases — 5. 

Conditions  found: — 

Retained  Placenta  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Treatment: — 

Manual  Removal  of  Placenta...  ....  ...  ...  5 

Results:— 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

6.  Number  of  Infants — 207. 

Born  alive 190 

Still-births  11 

Macerated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Monsters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infantile  Mortality — 7. 

Cause  of  Deatn: — 

Premature  Twins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Prematurity  after  Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  4 

Subtentorial  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


FOOD  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Rae,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  Burgh,  for  the  following  Report: — 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1938. — There  were 
purchased  or  procured  during  the  year  103  samples  under 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Act.  Twenty-six  were  taken 
formally,  and  70  informally,  for  test  purposes.  Of  the 
formal  or  official  samples,  1 of  sweet  milk,  2 of  mince,  and  1 
of  sausage  were  certified  as  “ not  genuine.”  The  former  was 
deficient  in  butter  fat  to  no  slight  extent,  while  the  latter 
meats  were  found  to  contain  quantities  of  preservative  in 
the  form  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  excess  of  that  permitted.  In 
each  instance  a warning  was  issued. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  sent 
to  the  Public  Analyst: — 

Statement  of  Samples  submitted  to  Public  Analyst. 


Description  of  Articles 

Samples 

taken 

1 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

Non 

Genuine 

< •entiine  : 

Non 

Genuine 

Sweet  Milk 

42 

16 

1 

24 

1 

Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk 

14 

1 

13 

Skimmed  Milk 

1 

1 

Cream  .... 

1 

1 

Mince  .... 

12 

5 

2 

4 

1 

Sausages 

s 

3 

1 

3 

] 

Cooking  Fats  . 

5 

5 

Lard  .... 

1 

1 

Margarine 

O 

2 

Mixed  Spices  . 

2 

o 

Tea  .... 

i 

1 

l’ickled  Onions 

i 

1 

Mixed  Pickles  . 

i 

1 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

1 

I 

Seidlitz  Powder 

1 

1 

Dried  Apples  . 

i 

1 

Dried  Apricots 

i 

1 

Crystalized  Pineapples 

i 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

i 

1 

Tinned  Peas 

i 

1 

Baked  Beans  . 

i 

1 

Raspberry  Jam 

i 

1 

Strawberry  Jam 

i 

1 

Totals 

103 

26 

4 

7o 

3 
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Meat. — During  1937,  regular  and  systematic  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  butchers,  fruit  and  fish  shops,  and 
the  foodstuffs  in  these  premises  examined  under  the  provi- 
sions of  Section  43  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 
In  addition  to  the  examinations  made  of  meat,  fish  and  fruit, 
the  cleanliness  of  premises  and  equipment  was  also  sub- 
jected to  scrutiny.  Rear  premises  are  not  always  what 
they  should  be,  and  periodic  visits  and  a measure  of  super- 
vision often  brings  to  light  something  calling  for  attention. 
Generally  speaking,  these  are  quickly  remedied  and  the 
improvement  maintained  by  simple  request. 

Twenty-seven  samples  were  taken  under  the  Preserva- 
tives, etc.,  in  Food  Regulations.  These  consisted  of: — Mince, 
2;  sausages,  8;  dried  apples,  1;  dried  apricots,  1;  crystallized 
pineapples,  1;  tinned  peas,  1;  baked  beans,  1;  raspberry  jam, 
1;  and  strawberry  jam,  1.  Of  these,  8 were  taken  formally, 
being: — Mince,  5;  and  sausages,  3.  Two  of  the  former  and 
one  of  the  latter  were  certified  as  “ not  genuine,”  and  warn- 
ings were  issued. 

The  Slaughter-House  is,  as  formerly  reported,  publicly 
owned  and  well  administered  by  a Superintendent,  and 
daily  visits  are  made  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  who 
examines  all  suspicious  carcases. 

The  undernoted  table  shows  the  animals  slaughtered 
and  the  condemnations  at  the  Public  Slaughter-House: — 


Number  cf  Animals 

Weight  (in  lbs.) 

Class  «>f 
Animals. 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 
Comicm-  e 1 

Partially 

Condemned 

of  Condt-maed 
Meat  an  1 
09  a.  Is 

Cattle  and 
Cal  vTes 

5,788 

79 

* 

30,482 

Sheep 

0.903 

12 

08) 

1 

4,327 

5 

— 

573 

Milk. — Thirty-seven  samples  of  sweet  milk  were  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
bacilli.  Of  these,  4 were  found  positive  after  guinea-pig 
inoculation.  As  these  samples  were  from  County  producers, 
the  result  in  each  case  was  communicated  to  the  responsible 
official,  who  took  active  steps  to  trace  the  affected  animals. 

The  number  of  registered  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the 
Burgh  is  53,  and  of  these  12  are  cowkeepers.  The  average 
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number  of  cows  in  the  byres  was  143.  There  are  also  within 
the  Burgh  four  byres  which  are  exempt  from  registration, 
housing  on  an  average  6 cows. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  1937  the  progress  made  in  housing  in 
Falkirk  has  been  steady,  although  perhaps  slower  than  is 
desirable.  There  still  exist  within  the  Burgh  houses  which, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  are  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the 
occupants.  One  would  like  to  see  those  houses  closed  for 
human  habitation,  but,  unfortunately,  many  factors  com- 
bine to  prevent  such  an  ideal  materialising. 

During  the  year  under  review  several  families  have  been 
re-housed  as  a result  of  recommendations  from  my  Depart- 
ment on  the  grounds  of  health  reasons,  and  once  more  I 
desire  to  thank  the  Housing  Department  for  their  co-opera- 
tion. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  we  view  the  increasing 
standard  of  health  among  the  children  of  the  new  housing 
schemes,  and  the  stimulation  to  the  parents  which  these 
new  surroundings  afford. 

BLINKBONNY  HOME. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Smith  for  the  following  Report 
on  the  year’s  working  of  the  Blinkbonny  Home: — 

Schawfield, 

Falkirk,  28th  March,  1938. 

To  the  Members  of  Falkirk  Town  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  report  on  the  condition  and  medical  administra- 
tion of  Blinkbonny  Home  for  the  year  1937. 

The  Casual  Ward  (while  not  yet  occupied)  and  Ward  4 
have  been  transformed  into  Sick  Wards. 

There  remained  at  December  31st,  1936 — 


Adult  Males  65 

Adult  Females 18 

Admitted  during  1937 — 

Adult  Males  94 

Adult  Females 22 

Child  1 
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Discharged  during  1937 — 


Adult  Males 

67 

Adult  Females  ... 

12 

Deaths  during  1937 — 
Males  

43 

Females 

14 

Remaining  at  December  31st,  1937 — 
Adult  Males  

49 

Adult  Females  ... 

14 

Child  

1 

As  usual,  the  bulk  of  the  cases  admitted  were  Senile 
and  Cardiac.  There  were  11  cases  of  Malignancy,  8 of  Pneu- 
monia, and  1 of  Tuberculosis. 

The  Matron  and  Nursing  Staff  have  carried  out  their 
duties  in  a thoroughly  satisfactory  and  praiseworthy 
manner,  and  the  dietary  has  been  varied,  sufficient,  and  well 
served. 


I am, 

Gentlemen, 

(Sgd.)  JAMES  SMITH. 

HOSPITAL  AND  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  FOR  THE 
RESIDENTS  IN  THE  AUTHORITY’S  AREA. 

The  Hospital  facilities  available  and  invested  in  the 
ownership  of  the  Falkirk  Town  Council  include  the  Falkirk 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  Sanatorium,  Blinkbonny 
Home,  and  the  Blinkbonny  Certified  Institution. 

In  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  there  are  37  beds 
available  for  Tuberculosis,  including  10  beds  for  the  treat- 
ment of  children.  There  is  adequate  accommodation  for 
isolation  purposes  in  a special  cubicle  block.  There  are  32 
beds  available  for  Scarlet  Fever.  Other  infectious  diseases 
are  accommodated  as,  and  when,  the  necessity  arises. 

With  reference  to  the  Blinkbonny  Home,  additional 
hospital  accommodation  has  been  provided. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1937  the  Town  Council 
equipped  that  portion  of  the  Blinkbonny  Home  formerly 
occupied  by  mental  defectives  from  Glasgow.  This  portion 
has  now  accommodation  for  50  mental  defectives,  available 
for  Scotland. 
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All  the  Out-Patient  work  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment is  carried  out  at  the  Burgh  Clinic.  This  consists  chiefly 
in  ultra  violet  ray  treatment. 

Cases  suitable  for  admission  to  the  Burgh  Hospital  are 
removed  in  the  Hospital  Ambulance.  For  all  other  cases  of 
a non-infectious  nature,  there  is  available  the  St.  Andrew’s 
Ambulance. 

For  hospitalisation  of  cases  of  Smallpox,  the  Town 
Council  has  a joint  interest  with  the  County  Council  in  the 
Hospital  at  Taylorton. 

Provision  of  Insulin. — 75,600  units  were  supplied  to  6 
necessitous  cases  of  Diabetes  (females),  at  a cost  of 
£31  14s.  These  were  supplied  in  tubes  of  100  and  200 
units  per  5c.c. 

Vaccination  (Scotland)  Act,  1907. — The  number  of  con- 
scientious objections  recorded  during  the  year  ended  Decem- 
ber, 1937,  was  479. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 


Description,  Number  of  Workshops,  and  Number  of  Workers 
on  Workshops  Register  at  31st  December,  1937. 


Description. 

X umber 
of 

Work- 

shops 

Number  of  Workers 

Total 

Workers 

Male  | 

Female 

Tailors  - 

11 

9 

15 

31 

Bakers  - 

12 

11 

1 

45 

Plumbers 

9 

o5 

0 

35 

Milliners 

8 

0 

29 

29 

Dressmakers 

6 

0 

21 

21 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairers 

5 

10 

0 

10 

Joiners  - 

5 

11 

0 

11 

Boot  Repairers  - 

3 

13 

0 

13 

Jewellers 

3 

1 

0 

1 

Blacksmiths 

3 

3 

0 j 

o 

Upholsterers 

3 

30 

11 

44 

Photographers  - 

2 

o 

1 

4 

Saddlers 

2 

3 

0 

3 

1 Cabinetmakers  - 

2 

1 

9 

3 

Lathsplitters 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Undertakers 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Wheelwrights 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Wire  Workers  - 

1 

1L 

7 

18 

Coach  Builders  - 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Confectionery 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Monumental  Sculptors 

1 

2 

0 

2 

Radio  Engineers 

1 

2 

0 

2 

Grand  Total 

82 

180 

108 

00 
CO  1 

<M  - 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

' 1 

Occu  piers 
Prosecuted 

I Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

12 

1 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laun 
dries) 

70 

1 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 

premises) 

Total  

82 

2 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


! 

Particular-; 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding- 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

/insufficient  ... 
Sanitary  I unsuitable  or 
accoinmo-  - defective  ... 
dation  j not  separate 
' for  sexes  ... 
Offences  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts: 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (s.  101) 
Other  offences 


Total 


Number  of  Defects 

No.  of 
offences 

Found 

Re- 

medied 

Referred 
to  HM. 

In- 

spector 

in  respect 
of  which 
prose- 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

5 

4 

2 

4 

I 

4 

15 

12 

CLINICS  AND  LABORATORY  SERVICES— (a)  CLINICS. 
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F.  JOHNSTON  a CO.,  LTD.,  HERALD  PRESS  FALKIRK. 


